SERVICE IN RECOGNITION 


ecneceser a rinses een et ATO TANNER EAMONN 


OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE 


CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA 


held under the auspices of 
THE FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFERENCE OF NORTH AMERICA 
and 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


in the 
JAMES MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Sunday, September 28th, 1947 


at 11 A.M. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


(This Order is based upon the ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE INAUGURATION OF UNION, 
held in St. George’s Cathedral, Madras, Saturday, September 27th, at 8 A.M.) 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN, #77 “Our God, our Help in ages past.” 
CALL TO WORSHIP. | Professor John L. Casteel, Union Theological Seminary. 


PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, Which was and Which is and Which is to come. Worthy 
art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the glory and the honour and the power; for Thou dids’t create all 
things, and because of Thy will they were, and were created. 

Blessed be Thou, O God, Who through Thine only begotten Son hast raised us from the depths into the 
heavenly places, hast given us life out of death, hast graciously brought us out of bondage into freedom, hast scat- 
tered the darkness of sin, and hast given us the light of the knowledge of Thy glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Glory to Thee, O Christ, our ascended and ever-present Lord, through Whom we have access to the Father. 
Glory to Thee, Who hast reconciled us all in one Body unto God through Thy cross so that we are no more 
strangers and sojourners, but fellow-citizens with the saints and members of the household of God. 

Glory to Thee, O Spirit of God, Spirit of Christ, our Comforter and Advocate, Who didst descend upon the 
disciples at Pentecost as a mighty rushing wind and cloven tongues of fire, Who bearest witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God and joint heirs with Christ. 

Now unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, unto Him Who maketh all things new, unto Him Who is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, be blessing and honour and glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


SCRIPTURE READING: St. John’s Gospel, Chapter 17. Sir Maharaj Singh, Member, The India 
Delegation to the United Nations. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION Led by Dean W. Russell Bowie, 
Union Theological Seminary. 


Minister: Almighty God, Spirit of purity and grace, Whose salvation is never far from the contrite heart, hear 
our confession of sin and have mercy upon us. Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Thy loving kindness; 
according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out our transgressions. Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us. 


PEOPLE: Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 


MinisTER: We acknowledge and confess that we have sinned against Thee in thought, word, and deed; that we 
have not loved Thee with all our heart; and that we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 


PEoPLeE: Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 


Minister: O Lord Jesus Christ, we confess with shame that we have refused to share the burden of Thy cross; 
that we have sought comfort and security, and have denied Thee rather than face the scorn of men. 


PEOPLE: Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 


MrnistTER: We acknowledge, O Lord, that we have proved unworthy of Thy mercies, and confess how little we 
have done to hand on, in freedom and fulness, the faith which was brought to us through many perils and pur- 
chased with such pain. 


PEOPLE; Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 


Minister: We acknowledge, O Lord, our share in the sin and shame of divisions in Thy holy Church; we confess 
our prejudice and our pride, our lack of sympathy and understanding; and the feebleness of our efforts to secure 
all the riches of our inheritance in the saints. 


PEOPLE: Forgive us and bless us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 


MINIsTER: Lord, have mercy upon us. 


PEOPLE: Christ, have mercy upon us. 
ALL: Lorp, HAVE MERCY UPON US. 
Then shall follow a short period of silence. 


MINISTER: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we who are burdened with the consciousness of our guilt 
may by Thy merciful pardon be absolved, that being cleansed from all stain of sin we may be clothed in Thy 
righteousness, and worthily rejoice in the joy of Thy saints: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


ADDRESS The Reverend John J. Banninga, formerly Principal, 
Union Theological Seminary, Pasumalai, South India. 


PRAYER (In unison) Led by Vice-Principal Sinclair S. Gideon, 
Ewing Christian College, Allahabad. 


Almighty and everlasting God, Who alone art the author of unity, peace and concord, we thank Thee for the 
Churches in this our land and for Thy grace in choosing us to be members and ministers in Thy Church. We 
bless Thee for our fellowship, and for our rich inheritance. We praise Thee for Thy messengers from other lands 
who brought the Gospel of Thy Kingdom to this land, and for those who have faithfully proclaimed it to suc- 
ceeding generations, and for all who have prayed and laboured for the union of Churches, especially in South India. 
Thou hast heard the prayers of Thy people and blessed the labours of Thy servants, and hast brought us to this 
day for the glory of Thy Name. In obedience to Thy will and led by Thy Spirit, as we accept one another as fel- 
low ministers, do Thou strengthen the bonds between us and unite us and make us one body, Thyself, O Christ, 
being its Head. Make us all of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and 
charity. Grant that this Church may ever be zealous in commending Thy glorious Gospel to the millions in this 
land, that India may find in Thee the goal of all her seeking and the fulfillment of her noblest aspirations. Hasten 
the time, O God, when throughout the world there shall be one flock, one Shepherd, and in the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Amen. 


(DECLARATION OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE NEW CHURCH) 


THE TE DEUM (p. 482 in the Hymnal). 


LITANY OF INTERCESSION Led by Dr. J. Leroy Dodds, The India Committee 
of the Foreign Missions Conference 


MinIsTER: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 


PEoPLE: Lord, have mercy. 


Minister: For the peace that is from above, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 


PEOPLE: Lord, have mercy. 


Minister: For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of God’s holy Churches, and for the union of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


Prope: Lord, have mercy. 


Minister: For our bishops and all other ministers, for their succour, maintenance, peace, health and salvation, 
and for the work of their hands, let us pray to the Lord. 


PEOPLE: Lord, have mercy. 


Mrnister: For the rulers of our country and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 


PEopLE: Lord, have mercy. 


Minister: For this city, and every city and land, and for those who with faith dwell therein, let us pray to the Lord. 


PEOPLE: Lord, have mercy. 


Minister: That he will deliver us from all tribulation, wrath and necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 


PEoPLE: Lord, have mercy. 


MINISTER: Succour us, save us, have mercy upon us, and keep us, O God, by Thy grace. 


THE OFFERING (for the work of the Church of South India) 


ADDRESS Principal David G. Moses, Hislop College, Nagpur. 

PRAYER FOR THE WHOLE STATE OF CHRIST'S CHURCH Led by Dr. Arthur Jeffrey, formerly 
Professor, Madras Christian College 

BENEDICTION President Henry P. Van Dusen, 


Union Theological Seminary 
RECESSIONAL HYMN, #192 “All hail the power of Jesus’ Name” 


THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA 


THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA unites the Madras, Travancore and Cochin, Tinnevelly, and Dornakal Dioceses 
of The Church of India, Burma and Ceylon (Anglican), the Madras, Madura, Malabar, Jaffna, Kannada, Telegu and Tra- 
vancore Church Councils of The South India United Church, and The Methodist Church in South India. The South India 
United Church was itself a previous union of Congregational, Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. 


Thus, the new CHURCH.OF SOUTH INDIA unites within one Church Indian Christians originally connected with the 
following denominations: English Congregationalists, Reformed Church of America, Scotch Presbyterians, Australian Pres- 
byterians, American Congregationalists, Basel Mission of Germany, Methodists (British Wesleyans), and the Church of 
England. 


THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA embraces about 275,000 communicant members, and a total Christian commun- 
ity of over 1,000,000. 


This is the most comprehensive union of Christians of diverse traditions ever achieved. It has been hailed as “the most 
notable event in the relations of Christian Churches since the Protestant Reformation.” 


